
Why be a missionary 
(a regular day in the life of missionary Richard Whittemore) 
 
It was late. I was tired. The sun had set and the stars were shining. I was in a taxi "peky-
peky" (a canoe with a 9 hp motor) crossing the river from Santa Rosa, Peru to Leticia, 
Colombia.  
 
Early that morning, I had taken Alberto, a Yagua Indian, 
to the clinic in Leticia. He had been diagnosed with TB, 
but there was no medicine in Leticia. We had crossed 
the river to the clinic in Santa Rosa to get the needed 
medicine.  
 
Yes, the clinic had the medicine, but had not received 
the needed email and X-rays in order to dispense the 
medicine. We sat and waited the whole afternoon. 
Finally, we completed our mission and headed back to Leticia. 
 
As I sat in the boat, listening to the cluck-cluck-cluck of the motor, and looking at the 
stars, I thought about our mission. I was exhausted. I had spent the day and a whole lot 
of money trying to help an Indian fellowbeliever. I had missed the last boat back to the 
town where I lived with my wife and two children. She would have to spend the night 
alone in a wild border town. 
 
As I contemplated the circumstances of my life,  I talked to the Lord. Yes, it was difficult. 
Yes, it was frustrating. But I was happy! I was tired, but content! Today I had poured my 
life into the life of a young Yagua Indian.  
 
As we crossed the muddy Amazon River, I asked Alberto what he wanted in life. Most 
young Indian men express the desire for a good house, a good crop in their "chacra", a 

good education for their children, and some new clothes 
for their wife. But Alberto replied, "I want to reach my 
people with the gospel of our  Savior. Jesus has 
forgiven my sins, saved me, and given me eternal life. I 
want the Yagua people to hear this good news! 
 
Perhaps this will help you understand why we 
missionaries sacrifice our lives, our health, our families, 
and our own desires so that the unreached may hear 
the good news before it is too late. When we get to 
heaven, a young Yagua Indian like Alberto will be worth 

much more than earthly riches or gain! 
 
(Submitted by Russell Turner, missionary in Latin America) 


