
June 2018
Seminar in Kuna Yala

It is always refreshing to teach hungry hearts who beg for more. Lynn and I just returned from Panama where we 
conducted a seminar on an island of Kuna Yala. Lynn taught classes for the ladies while Russ taught morning and 
afternoon sessions and had a question and answer time at night for the pastors. On the last night we had a combined 
church service to close the meeting. Many of the 49 inhabited islands are without a gospel witness. The pastors went 
away encouraged with vision for reaching these areas with the gospel.

The pastors and workers were overjoyed to receive Study Bibles, Messengers (audio Bibles) and other literature that 
we distributed.

———————————————————————————————-
Kuna Yala

Kuna Yala, Panama, is the comarca (reservation) for the indigenous people group known as the Kunas. This area 
includes the San Blas Islands along the Caribbean coast of Panama as well as a portion of the mainland east of the 
Panama Canal. The Kunas tell us that 49 of the 365 islands are inhabited. These small islands are filled with simple 
houses separated by walkways.
The Kuna people live by fishing, farming on the mainland, and harvesting coconuts. The Kuna women are very adept 
at weaving colorful clothing. The "sahila" (chief of each village) meets with his council and makes decisions to govern 
the Kuna people.

We, as outsiders, pay a $20 fee per person to enter the comarca by vehicle or a $3 fee if one flies in by small Cessna 
plane from Panama City. There is only one road into the comarca. After arriving at the coastal area of Carti, we park 
the car and mount one of the taxi boats to travel to our island destination.  After arriving at the island village, we 
obtain permission from the "sahila" (chief) to have church services and training seminars for the pastors and 
believers.

We have ministered in different areas of Kuna Yala during recent years with good response from each area. Since 
Kuna Yala covers an extensive area, it is divided into five areas or "nucleos". We usually minister to the churches in 
one or two nuclei and then move on to a new area.

Continue to pray for the salvation and spiritual growth of this indigenous people group. The spiritual battle is always 
strong, but "greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world!”

The Ladies
Working with Indigenous ladies (in whatever tribe) can be a challenge.  They are by nature very timid to outsiders, 
and it takes several days before one can see a smile or response on their faces. Many of the older generation cannot 
read. I had the joy of giving these ladies a messenger (audio Bible) so that they can hear the Bible read. The younger 
ladies, who can read, were thrilled to receive Bibles and books that will help them grow spiritually. (Lynn)

A special thanks to you who partner with us to reach the unreached and train indigenous tribes to reach their 
own people. 
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